OTHER PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS 9 June 2010
Apart from the Club's internal competition, we are frequently invited to participate in competitions organised by other clubs in the MCPF or even further afield. The Club's policy is to encourage members at all levels of proficiency to enter such competitions as and when appropriate.

The Club believes that members should be encouraged to submit work of suitable quality to competitions organised outside the Club and recognised as being of photographic prestige, and especially to the three MCPF events described below.

Of those three events, Photofolio is an inter-club competition, and so the Club will pay all charges for the Club entry. For additional entries, and for entries to Midphot, and all other outside exhibitions, each competitor will have to pay the appropriate entry fee, and will also be charged their share of postage or delivery charges.

The Competition Secretary will be given full details of entry conditions in good time and will be pleased to help and advise.
The following are regular, popular, and important events in the MCPF calendar, and are listed in date order through the Club's season.

MIDPHOT
The Midland Counties Photographic Exhibition is organised for the MCPF and is open to anyone in the West Midlands and to all MCPF clubs. Again, entries are individual, but there are considerable advantages in a Club entry. There are various classes including monochrome; colour prints; pictorial, and natural history slides; and AV sequences.

If there is a sufficiently large entry via the Club in any class, it will be included in the MCPF Club championships. Minimum entry for this is on a fixed scale according to Club membership, but there is no upper limit. The entry fee is notified annually, and there are sizeable discounts for club entries.

PHOTOFOLIO
Organised for the MCPF by Smethwick Photographic Society. This is an inter-club competition for Midland clubs, but entries are judged for individual merit as well as for Club awards. There are three classes: monochrome prints, colour prints, and colour slides. Numbers of items required to form an entry in each class will be according to Club membership and the Competition Secretary will advise.

Accepted entries are shown at the Smethwick Photographic Society's Clubroom in early June. A further selection of accepted prints and slides are assembled into a travelling portfolio, which are usually seen at the Club during December.

It should be noted that although copies of slides are made for the travelling portfolio, prints selected for it will not be returned until the following June.


THE BANNER TROPHY

1 The trophy will be awarded annually to the member of Gloucester Camera Club who in one year gains the greatest number of acceptances at national or international exhibitions, salons, etc.

2 An 'ACCEPTANCE' may be a monochrome or a colour print, or a transparency, which is accepted for inclusion in the exhibition etc to which it was submitted. Where the exhibition rules call for a 'panel' of prints or transparencies to be submitted, all the prints or slides which constitute that 'panel' will count as one acceptance.

3 Because rules and standards vary widely between the many exhibitions, consideration for this trophy will recognise only 'acceptances', and no additional mark or credit will be given to entries gaining awards or commendations. Each entrant will be responsible for ensuring that entries comply with each exhibition's rules: the Exhibitions Secretary will not be responsible for any entry disqualified by the exhibition organisers or the judge.

4 The competition will be based on results received and announced between 1st April and 31st March each year, and the member achieving the greatest number of recognised acceptances in that time shall be the winner. In the event of a tie, the tied member with the highest proportion of acceptances from his/her entries shall be the winner, and if this still produces a tie then the tied members shall hold the trophy jointly for the ensuing year.

INTER-CLUB BATTLES

The Club annually engages in inter-Club contests, which are called 'battles'.

Notwithstanding that the battles are fought for honour only, the rivalry, while friendly in both cases, is very keen indeed.

A limit of three prints and three slides (usually) per member is imposed to promote a reasonable spread of members' participation, and each entry is marked to a maximum of twenty points. The Club with the highest aggregate is the winner.

No print, slide or digital image may be entered in a subsequent battle with the same Club.

For battles and for the Photofolio Exhibition mentioned earlier, the Club always hopes that members will be eager to take part and will offer some of their best work.

The Club always hopes to get so many entries that a panel appointed by the committee will need to meet to select the best possible entry to represent the Club.

