Constitution of the Gloucester Camera Club 21st April 2011
1 THE CLUB shall be called the Gloucester Camera Club.

2 THE CLUB shall be affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation.

3 THE OBJECT of the Club shall be to promote and encourage all branches of photography and their application for social activities and recreation.

4 MEMBERSHIP of the Club shall be open to any person interested in photography. The committee shall have authority to deny membership to an applicant where, in its opinion, such membership could be contrary to the welfare and interests of the Club.

5 MANAGEMENT of the affairs of the Club, except in those matters reserved under these rules for the Club in General Meeting, shall be conducted by the committee of the Club.

6 THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Club shall be held within twenty-eight days after 1st April each year. All members shall be given at least fourteen days’ written notice of this meeting.

7a THE COMMITTEE, which shall be elected by the members at the Annual General Meeting, shall consist of President, Chairman, Communications Secretary, Programme Secretary and Hon Treasurer. An auditor or examiner for the Club finances shall be appointed also, but shall not be a committee member.

7b ALL OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS shall retire annually. Retiring officers and committee members shall be eligible for re-election. The number of committee members shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting.

7c THE COMMITTEE, of which four persons shall form a quorum, shall have authority to (1) co-opt further members as necessary; (2) appoint sub-committees, of a minimum of three members, to consider and recommend on such issues as the committee deem appropriate. All recommendations so made shall be subject to acceptance by the Club committee; (3) issue bye-laws to manage Club affairs to any extent and degree which is not inconsistent with the aims and objectives of the Club. In the case of a tied quorum vote, the chairman’s vote may be used to decide the matter, but when the subject is of greater importance, the committee may decide to re-convene when all are available.
7d THE COMMITTEE shall convene at reasonable and frequent intervals in order to conduct the business of the Club in an orderly and efficient manner. Minutes shall be recorded of all committee meetings, and complete records shall be kept of all the Club’s legal and financial business. Money for minor expenses shall be withdrawn from the Club’s petty cash by the Treasurer and recorded in the petty cash accounts. Any other money shall be withdrawn only by cheque, signed by any two of the three authorised signatories, who shall be committee members. A list of all members’ names and addresses shall be maintained. The minutes of committee meetings and the Club accounts shall be open to inspection by any member after reasonable notice has been given.

8a SUBSCRIPTIONS shall be due on joining and subsequently on 1st September each year. In the event of failure to renew subscription by 15th October, a member shall be deemed to have resigned from the Club. This resignation shall not, however, preclude the member rejoining.

8b The amount of annual subscription for the following year shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting or an Extraordinary General Meeting.

8c Reduced annual subscriptions shall apply to senior citizens (above 60 years of age) and junior members (below the age of seventeen years), all ages being defined as at the date of the first meeting of the current season. These rates shall be agreed at the Annual General Meeting and in doing so the members shall have regard to the interests of both of these categories of members.

8d A new member shall make a single payment to cover his or her subscription, which may be less than the full annual subscription according to the time of joining and at the discretion of the Treasurer. Prospective new members applying for membership on or after 1st January will be entitled to a reduced rate for the residue of that year. New members joining after 1st April will have the option of paying a reduced rate for the residue of that year, or payment of the full annual rate which will cover the residue of that year as well as the full year following. Any increase in subscription under clause 8c shall be payable also by the said new member taking advantage of this clause.

8e ADMISSION CHARGES. To help to defray regularly incurred expenses, each member will in addition to the annual subscription be required to pay an entrance fee when attending any ordinary Tuesday meeting published in the yearly programme. This entrance fee may occasionally be waived at the discretion of the committee, as, for example, at the Annual or an Extraordinary General Meeting.

8f The committee shall have power to nominate as HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS, without payment of any further subscription, any member who, in the opinion of the committee, shall have rendered outstanding services to the Club, but such election shall not take effect unless and until confirmed at the Annual General Meeting next ensuing the date of such nomination.

9 A member may be asked to make a contribution to the cost of repair or replacement of any item of equipment damaged or lost by that member.

10 Members may introduce VISITORS to the ordinary meetings and excursions of the Club, upon payment of an entrance fee equal to double that of a paid-up member.

11a GROUPS open to all members may be formed within the structure of the Club to cater for those interested in particular branches of photography.

The Club committee shall be notified in writing of the proposed formation of the group and its aims.

The affairs of a group shall be managed by the group committee.

The rules governing the group’s activities and group subscriptions shall be determined at the first general meeting of the group, and subsequently at the Annual General Meeting of the group.

11b Membership of the Club shall not automatically include membership of a group. Application for membership of a group shall be made to the group secretary.

11c A Club member may attend the meetings of a group as a visitor, but shall not be entitled to participate in the group activities until he or she has applied for membership.

11d A group shall determine its own subscription; this shall be in addition to the subscription of the Club. A duly formed group shall conduct its affairs in accordance with the rules of the Club and shall convene its Annual General Meeting prior to the Club’s Annual General Meeting.

12 The Committee shall have power to expel any member who shall offend against the rules of the Club or whose conduct shall in the opinion of the committee render the member unfit for membership of the Club.

Before being expelled, a member shall be given fourteen days’ written notice to attend a meeting of the committee and shall be informed of the complaint(s). No member shall be expelled without first having an opportunity of appearing before the committee and answering complaints or unless at least two-thirds of the committee then present vote in favour of the expulsion. A member so expelled has the right to appeal at an Extraordinary General Meeting, vide Rule 13.

No member whose membership has been terminated under this rule or who owes money to the Club shall be introduced by any other member as a visitor to Club activities.

13 AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING may be called by the committee when any question of urgent importance shall arise, and the committee shall be bound to do so on receiving a request signed by ten members of the Club, or by a member who has been expelled by the committee and desires to appeal to an Extraordinary General Meeting.

At least fourteen days’ notice of any such General Meeting, specifying the business to be transacted, and the place, day, and hour of the meeting, shall be notified in writing to every member on the Club Register.

14 THE CLUB shall be dissolved upon a resolution to that effect passed by a four-fifths majority of those members present and voting at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Club called for the purpose under Rule 13. Following upon such resolution, the committee shall take immediate steps to convert into money all the property of the Club whatsoever; with power, however, to postpone or delay the conversion of any particular property as so directed by the General Meeting.

Out of the proceeds of such conversion, the committee shall discharge all debts and liabilities of the Club, including all expenses incidental to the said conversion.

All money remaining from the said conversion shall be given by donation to a registered charity or charities as decided by the committee.

15 THESE RULES may be amended by a resolution of a two-thirds majority of those members present and voting at an Annual General Meeting, or at a General Meeting of the Club called for the purpose under Rule 13.
