GLOUCESTER CAMERA COMPETITION RULES   27th January 2011
DEFINITIONS

In these notes, AV means an audio visual, a series of images with sound, and DPI means a digital projected image.  Categories of work are AVs, DPIs and Prints. Classes of proficiency are Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced.
INTRODUCTION

This note comprises mainly the following.
· A list of competitions with brief descriptions

· General rules, applicable to all competitions

· Specific rules for individual competitions

COMPETITIONS

The Club conducts four competitions each year, open to paid up members only.  These are as follows.  
· An annual competition, in 3 classes,
for
1 Individual Prints (6 monthly stages)

2 Individual DPIs
   (6 monthly stages)


· A annual panel competition for

3 Panel of five Prints

4 Panels of five DPIs

· An annual AV competition for

5
Individual AVs

· An annual exhibition in 3 classes, of

6
Individual Prints

7
Individual DPIs


THE ANNUAL COMPETITION for Prints and DPIs
The annual competition, comprising six monthly competitions which are staged from September to March, with two categories and three classes, is intended and designed to fulfil the following two purposes.

a)
To give all members the opportunity to assess and monitor their own photographic proficiency by presenting work to a succession of independent judges, for examination and criticism as photographs in their own right, and not necessarily in competition with others.

b)
To provide a regularly available challenge whereby members may compete with one another in a hierarchical system, designed to allow upward movement through three classes showing each member’s proficiency.
THE PANEL COMPETITION for Prints and DPIs
The panel competition is intended to encourage creativity in considering work involving more than one image.  The hope is that this will also help members intending to submit a panel for Royal Photographic Society (RPS) distinctions.  It has two categories and no class division.
THE AUDIO VISUAL COMPETITION

This single event is intended to showcase the work of those in the club who produce AVs, and to encourage this form of presentation within the club.  It has no class division.
THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION of Prints and DPIs
The annual exhibition is intended to showcase the club’s work to people beyond the club, and to provide a platform for the best images of that year to be seen and judged together.  It has two categories and three class divisions.
Competitions involving other camera clubs or other organizations are dealt with in a separate document, as are trophies.

GENERAL RULES FOR ALL COMPETITIONS

1 All work submitted by any member shall be based on original photographic images which are the work and copyright of that member.  Digital cameras and/or film cameras, but no other equipment, may be used to make initial images.  Prints produced chemically or by computer controlled printer may be trade processed.
2  Using software techniques or darkroom techniques, images from cameras may be altered by adding borders, by burning, or by any purely manipulative effect, and also combined, provided rule 1 is not contravened by any operation.

3  Purely computer-generated images are not acceptable.

4 In the Advanced and Intermediate classes, prints shall be mounted.  The maximum allowed size, including the mount, is 20 inches by 16 inches, landscape or portrait orientation.

5  In the Beginner class, prints may be no larger than A4 size (297 mm x 210 mm), not including any mount.  Mounting is optional (as long as the print is reasonably stiff) and must be no larger than 20 inches by 16 inches.  In this class, judges will be asked to disregard the appearance of any mount when judging.
6  DPIs shall be submitted on any acceptable medium as advised from time to time, currently  JPEG files in solid state memories, discs, or email, and must be named according to the convention “photographername%imagename.jpg”.  Spaces are allowed, as in “Ansel N Grettoll%Eilean Donan Swans at Sunset.jpg”, but there should not be a space next to the “%” or the dot.  Images may be of any size up to 1920 pixels horizontally by 1080 pixels vertically.  The class must be made known to the DPI secretary.  For guidance in creating suitable files, please refer to Digital Image Guidance Notes on the web-site.  For a panel of DPIs, the files must be named according to the convention
“photographername%imagename01.jpg”

“photographername%imagename02.jpg”

“photographername%imagename03.jpg”

“photographername%imagename04.jpg”

“photographername%imagename05.jpg” where the “0” is zero, not the 15th letter.

7  All prints shall bear, on the reverse of the mount, the member’s name, the title, and the class for which they are entered.

8 The committee reserves the right to withhold from judging or from public exhibition any image which at their absolute discretion is undesirable in content.  Where such as decision is arguable (as for instance in life studies) such work may be submitted for judging, but withheld from public viewing.

9  When specific subjects are set for a competition, it will be the responsibility of the judge to decide whether an entry is properly related to the set subject, and to disqualify an entry which is not properly related.  Competition secretaries will advise judges of their responsibility under this rule.
10 The competition rules will remain under constant review by the committee, which will incorporate any necessary changes to the rules following advance notification of that intention to the members.
11  Trophies will be awarded annually, to be held for one year.

12  Any Image entered in Club events may be copied and held in the name of the entrant for use internally or as part of a club portfolio for interclub events, or as part of any promotional documents to promote the club, unless the owner instructs the Competition Secretary otherwise.
SPECIFIC RULES FOR THE ANNUAL COMPETITION FOR PRINTS AND DPIs
1  Images will be judged in three classes – Advanced, Intermediate and Beginner.
2  There will be six monthly competitions during the year.

3 Each competitor may submit no more than two entries per category (ie two prints and two DPIs) to any monthly competition.  This may be reduced to one per category at the discretion of the committee if the total number of entries becomes too high to judge in a single evening.
4  A print or DPI which is not judged to be “Commended” or better may be entered into one further monthly competition.

5  All prints and DPIs must be handed to the appropriate competition secretary no later than the deadline, as advised in the programme or by the committee.

6  Each print or DPI will be examined by a qualified judge who has been selected beforehand and who is whenever possible named in the Club programme.  On appointment the judge will be asked to find in each combination of category and class, one First, one Second and one Third placed competitor, together with, where applicable, a reasonable number of Highly Commended (HC) and/or Commended (C) entries at the judge’s discretion.  The judge will announce the assessments and will offer constructive comment on each entry during competition evenings.  The judge will also be advised that although the competition he is judging is complete in itself, it will also form one round of a six-round annual competition, for which purpose the judge’s assessments will later be converted to marks under a system applicable to all six rounds, described in the next paragraph.
7 Prior to judging, the print secretary and the DPI secretary will list all the competitors’ entries, and after the judging will allot marks according to the judge’s assessments using the following system.  In each combination of category and class: First, 7 marks; Second, 6 marks; Third, 5 marks; HC, 4 marks; and C, 3 marks.  All other entries will receive 1 mark.  Print secretaries and DPI secretaries will also ensure that accurate records of these findings and markings are made and maintained.  They will prepare wall poster charts showing competition entries and marks for perusal by members.  After the fifth competition they will also prepare a summary chart showing competitors’ scores and positions.

8  At the end of the season the winner in each combination of category and class will be the competitor with the greatest total score from the six competitions.  Should this produce a tie, the winner will the competitor with the most “Firsts”.  Should a tie still result, “Seconds”, “Thirds”, etc can be successively used until a winner emerges.
9a The winner in a class and category will automatically be promoted to the next higher class for that category.  This may result in a competitor being in different classes for different competitions and categories.
9b Any member achieving runner-up in a class and category for two consecutive years will automatically be promoted to the next higher class for that category.

9c Any member who has been in the beginner class for three years will be promoted to the intermediate class.

9d  Competitors in general are expected to choose an appropriate class for their first competition, and then only change if promoted according to rules 9a to 9c.  As a guide, members with less than two years’ general experience of club photography or competitions should start as beginners.  All others would normally join the intermediate class.
9e  A panel of five advanced class members under the chairmanship of the Club president or the president’s nominee will meet upon request to consider applications for entry to the advanced class.  Such applications may made by any intermediate class member or any new member who has extensive previous experience.  The application must be supported by a predetermined amount of work as advised by the panel chairman, and by evidence of acceptances at exhibitions or other successes achieved.  RPS distinctions at LRPS or higher will normally render the applicant suitable in the panel’s consideration.  Any such progressions from the intermediate to the advanced class will be announced at the AGM together with the names of the competition winners.  Any new member who is approved by the panel under this rule may enter in the advanced class at the next round of the competition.
SPECIFIC RULES FOR THE AUDIO VISUAL COMPETITION

One competition with no class divisions will be held annually for an AV, for which the following rules will apply.

1  An audio visual (AV) shall comprise any number of still images in the form of an AV file.  Stop motion images are acceptable, but the AV must not include video elements.

2  An AV must not exceed six minutes in duration.

3  An AV must be anonymous.

4  Image sizes in pixels must not exceed the limits applicable to individual DPIs in single-image competitions, currently 1920 pixels horizontally and 1080 pixels vertically.

SPECIFIC RULES FOR THE PANEL COMPETITIONS

One panel competition with no class divisions will be held annually for a panel of images, for which the following rules will apply.

1  There will be a category for prints and a category for DPIs.

2 Each member may submit only one panel of prints and one panel of DPIs.  A second panel of one category may not be substituted for a panel of the other.

3  Prints and DPIs will be submitted in panels of five images.

4  The five images in an entry shall be related to form a coherent panel, and this coherence shall be taken into account in the judging.

5  Each panel shall have a single title, each image bearing that title and a number or sub-title.  The relevance of each image to that title shall be taken into account in the judging.  For a set of DPIs, the files must be named according to the convention:
“photographername%imagename01.jpg”

“photographername%imagename02.jpg”

“photographername%imagename03.jpg”

“photographername%imagename04.jpg”

“photographername%imagename05.jpg” where the “0” is zero, not the 15th letter.  Spaces are allowed, as in “Ansel N Grettoll%Eilean Donan Swans at Sunset01.jpg”, but there should not be a space next to the “%” or the number or the dot.
6  Both print and DPI panels will be considered as being in a simple set.  For prints this means being displayed in a single row in the order indicated on the back.  DPIs must be labelled in a way that indicates the order of showing.

7  All work in a panel must be new work, having not previously been submitted to any monthly part of the annual competition, although such work may be entered in the annual competition after the panel competition.

8  Panels will be adjudicated First, Second and Third, with Highly Commended and Commended at the judge’s discretion.
SPECIFIC RULES FOR THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION
1  A member may enter any number of prints.  As space may be limited, the number of prints actually hung per member may be restricted at the discretion of the committee, though all entries will be judged in the associated competition, in one class.
2  A print which has been exhibited at a previous annual exhibition is ineligible.

3 A member may enter any number of DPIs, but the number displayed at the exhibition may be limited due to the constraints imposed by the display system at the discretion of the committee, though all entries will be judged in the associated competition, one class.
4  No DPI which has been exhibited at a previous exhibition is eligible.

MONOCHROME TROPHIES

For certain trophies only monochrome images will eligible; please see the list of trophies for details.  A monochrome photograph shall be as defined from time to time by FIAP.  For guidance the GCC web-site includes a document about definitions of monochrome (or black and white) by MCPF, PAGB amd FIAP.
